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towns, completed the triumph of the Tory Party
and made Charles absolute master of the situation.

Yet it would be false to assume from all this
that the last two years of his reign were free from
anxiety. For example, the surrender of the civic
charters, which made free elections impossible,
ee gave great occasion of discourse and thoughts
of hearts, what this would end in " ; and ee pru-
dent men " grieved for " the old foundations "
on seeing the sudden diminution of " the pomp
and grandeur of the most august City in the
world." Again, in the spring of 1683, m^
exposure of a plot, in which" Monmouth was
implicated, to kill the King and the Duke of
York at Rye House, a lonely dwelling on the road
from Newmarket to London, showed that the
anti-Catholic party had not been totally eclipsed
by Shaftesbury's death. The significance of this
conspiracy lay not so much in what it actually
proposed, but failed to accomplish, as in the
unrest and dissatisfaction brewing in the minds
of those who planned it. The murder of the
King at that moment would only have accelerated
the events which, within six years of his natural
death, lost Monmouth his head and the Duke of
York his kingdom.

Dark as the final scene appears, Charles seems
to have accepted it in the spirit of old Lord